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ABSTRACT
The main objective of this research was to identify the current situation of the FFS in El-Behira

Governorate. The research covered all the 24male and female facilitators of male or female of agricultural

extensionists in the FFS founded in the districts of EI-Behira Governorate during the agricultural season 2015/

2016. The surveys using questionnaires were conducted with the respondents to collect data during the months

of January and February 2016. Percentages, extent of mean, standard deviation, frequency tables, and the

method of qualitative analysis of the data were used as statistical tools to explain and interpret the results.

The most important findings were as follows:

1- The total number of the FFS amounted to 12 schools in the districts of El-Behira Governorate in the
agricultural season 2015/2016. It included eight schools for farmers and 4 for women farmers. The number
of facilitators amounted to 17 of male and 7 of female facilitators.

2- Ages of the respondents at the time of interview ranged from 26 to 58 years with a mean of almost 47.6
years, 75% of them were high educated, 54% of facilitators were studied other agricultural courses they
were non-agricultural extension, 83% of respondents were rural origins, 79% of them had either medium or
large experience of agricultural extension. 96%, approximately of them were trained during working as
facilitators, and 88% of them were benefiting greatly from this training.

3- Facilitators are always doing half of procedures of bulldozing and planning for the field school, they were
not doing the other half, so it has an effect on their assigned role.

4- Fifty percent of the facilitators, not always collect data related to the agricultural extension activities in the
work area, or providing with extension publications for farmers, or to identify existing resources and
possibilities which help in solving problems. This may lead to the failure of the field schools with their
assigned roles.

5- Less than 50% of the facilitators always diffusing the extension evaluation between targets.

6- Extension Publications and extension symposiums considered one of more important information sources of
the facilitators working in the field farmer schools in El-Behira Governorate, is required to increase its
quantity and quality.

7- The most important problems facing the facilitators of FFS from The point of view were: Weak funding
related to the extension fields that specialize- Non-availability of the means or the appropriate extensional
aids for the fields, difficulty of transportation to get to the place of the school field, non-availability of the
means or the appropriate extensional aids, opposed to some of the recommendations with the extensional
available to the farmers resources, and absence of the farmers because the overall shape of the school field.

8- The most important suggestions of the facilitators to overcome these problems were: To provide financial
and technical support for facilitators, increasing the number of training courses in various fields and in an
appropriate time, to provide a convenient means to transport the facilitators to be able to do their job easy,
credibility with farmers and the lack of promised promises cannot be fulfilled, to provide adequate and
varied aids to the field school, and stimulate farmers or farmer's women financially or morally.
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